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REVIEWS
PATTERNS OF MARRIAGE. By E. Slater and M. Woodside. 1951. London:
Cassell & Co. First Edition. (311 pp., 14 tables, 5 appendices).
THE marriage relationships of two groups of 100 service men and their wives, normally resident
in Greater London, are reviewed. All the men were hospital patients between 1943 and 1946.
One group were admitted for neurotic illness (neurotic group) and the other for illness or
injury without neurosis (control group). Data were collected by personal interview only from
married couples who were willing to co-operate. In the author's opinion it is believed that
the sample is "a fairly representative one of Londoners of working and lower middle class,
married and between the ages of twenty-two and forty-seven. It contains a small excess of
Jews, an inadequate representation of the most prosperous and the very poorest and is prob-
ably weighted in favour of those who are fairly happily married." It is important that the
reader should fully appreciate these and other limitations of the data in the generalisations
198from "sample" to "population" which he will be tempted to make; to this end the introduc-
tory -chapter requires careful study.
The content of the report covers many aspects of marriage. These are considered under the
following heads :-The family background, childhood and education of the men and their wives,
their occupations, sports and hobbies, details of their courtship and their reasons for marrying,
their relationship during marriage with reference to their happiness, sex life and desire for
children. Further chapters include a review of the data from the aspect of assortative mating
and discussions on the effects of marriage, and health of the women. It is impossible in a
review of this length to discuss all the points made by the authors and what follows is a
selection of some of the more positive findings.
Comparison of the subjects with their parents suggested that the former had attained a
better occupational, educational and financial level than the latter. Part, but, in the opinion of
the authors, not all of this trend can be attributed to the general rise in the standard of life
between the two generations. Unexpectedly, there was no evidence of association between the
health of parents and their fertility or happiness as judged by their children. It appeared
that childhood happiness was more dependent on maternal than paternal temperament. The
estimated incidence of "marked neurotic traits" in childhood was two to three times greater
in the neurotic than in the control group, and child health was better in the latter group. Both
in the neurotic group and in the control, there was evidence that husbands and wives resemble
each other in personality and temperament. Furthermore, there was mnore neurosis in the
wives and their parents in the neurotic group than there was in the control group.
This book is easy reading since the authors have overcome the "catalogue effect," which is'
frequently a feature of reports on such investigations, by quoting liberally from case histories.
The presentation of the tabular information, however, leaves much to be desired; the contents
of the tables are not always clear owing to a frequent absence of totals, subtotals and headings
-particularly these are essential when, as in some instances, the same individual appears a
number of times in the same table. Similarly where statistical tests of comparisons between the
various groups are made it is not always clear to which of the data they are being applied and
the unqualified terms "significant" and "not significant" appear frequently, when, in the
opinion of the reviewer, some indication of the probability level of. the "significance" would
have been preferable.
The subject of the report, by its very nature, makes it one of the least adaptable to sample
survey technique, but in the authors' words, "the need for caution does not, however, relieve us
of the duty of investigation." Their acceptance of this duty has put on record a unique collec-
tion of data and their frank exposition of the difficulties involved will be of great value for
future investigators. E. A. C.
VENEREAL DISEASES DESCRIBED FOR NURSES. By R. C. L.
Batchelor, M.A., M.B., D.P.H., F.R.C.S.(Ed.), M.R.C.P.E., and Marjorie
Murrell, M.B., B.S., D.P.H., F.R.C.S.(Ed.), M.R.C.S. Pp. 217. Illustrated.
Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstoine Ltd. 1951. 12s. 6d.
A SIMPLE textbook describing the outstanding features of the venereal diseases for nurses has
been a long-felt want and this little book is most welcome. The work is divided into an introduc-
tion followed by five chapters describing in turn syphilis, gonorrhcea, other venereal diseases,
genital sores and their differentiation, ethical and sociological considerations, and index.
The outstanding characteristics of the venereal diseases are set out in a clear simple style which is
a pleasure to read. The pathological processes at work in the causation of the various syphilitic
lesions are explained simply yet adequately for the purposes for which the book is written. The
treatment described for syphilis in particular is conservative and orthodox and follows the usually
atccepted British practice of combining the old-established methods with the newer antibiotic
therapy.
In the section on gonorrhoea, not all venereologists will agree with the value of the smear in
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